DRAFT LETTER AND/OR EMAIL TO ELECTED OFFICIALS

Dear Elected Official:
I’m writing to request your help in the battle to Save Stony Brook Harbor.
On February 3rd, more than 100 people attended the Stony Brook Harbor Water Quality Forum organized by community organizations, Stony Brook University’s School of Marine and Atmospheric Sciences (SOMAS), the Long Island Sound Partnership, and Save the Sound.
The information shared by scientists at the Water Quality Forum is alarming:
· Stony Brook Harbor is already listed as an “impaired” water body by State DEC and the USEPA due to deteriorated water quality.
· To reverse this trend, Suffolk County Subwatersheds Plan calls for a 37 percent reduction in the current level of nitrogen pollution into Stony Brook Harbor.
· Two new sewer plants proposed by developers would increase nitrogen pollution of the Harbor instead.
· Suffolk County Health Department and Town of Smithtown have expressed concern that the sewer plants proposed by the Gyrodyne and Stony Brook Meadows would cause further deterioration of water quality in Stony Brook Harbor.
Sewers can have an environmental benefit if they are used to reduce existing pollution levels. These two sewer plants would do nothing to reduce existing pollution, but would instead increase nitrogen pollution into Stony Brook Harbor.
County Executive Ed Romaine has stated: “Furthermore, the proposed (Gyrodyne) sewage treatment plant…will taint Stony Brook Harbor for generations and perpetuate…harmful toxic algal blooms, low dissolved oxygen, fish kills, and waters closed to shellfishing.”  - April 13, 2021 letter to Smithtown Planning Board.
Please join the County Executive in urging that new sewer plants not be allowed in the Stony Brook Harbor Watershed.
Sincerely,

