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Brookhaven official hits Gyrodyne analysis
By David Ambro

Brookhaven Highway 
Superintendent Daniel Losquadro is 
calling on the Smithtown Department 
of Environment and Waterways (DEW) 
to modify its State Environmental 
Quality Review Act (SEQRA) 
findings and proposed subdivision 
conditions for the Gyrodyne industrial 
development plan.

In an October 4 letter to DEW 
Director David Barnes, Mr. Losquadro 
alleges that comments made by the 
Town of Brookhaven Division of 
Traffic Safety are taken out of context 
and perhaps misappropriated for the 
points asserted.

George Hoffman, president of the 
Three Village Civic Association and 
an activist in the fight against the 
Gyrodyne Development plan, said this 
week that the concerns highlighted 
in the Losquadro letter are indicative 
of the inadequate review process 
undertaken by the Town of Smithtown.

“Not only have they not listened to 
any of our serious concerns, but they 
take something from Brookhaven’s 
critical comments and use it to prop 
up their poorly conceived Gyrodyne 
project,” Mr. Hoffman said. “The 
Gyrodyne project will choke our local 
roads with traffic, destroy the rural 
character of both town’s historic 
25A corridor and pollute our shared 

Stony Brook Harbor and all of these 
harmful impacts have been ignored by 
Smithtown and Gyrodyne’s owners.”

Gyrodyne is proposing to subdivide 
75 acres of land on the southeast 
corner of Mills Pond Road and 
North Country Road (Route 25A) for 
industrial development that includes a 
hotel, assisted living facilities, medical 
office buildings and an 87,891-gallon-
per-day sewage treatment plant. 
After a years-long SEQRA process, 
which included the preparation of 
a voluminous draft environmental 
impact statement (DEIS), the 
Smithtown Planning Board earlier this 
year approved a final environmental 
impact statement (FEIS) for the 
project.

Based on the FEIS, DEW prepared a 
draft findings statement with proposed 
conditions, which was unanimously 
approved by the Smithtown 
Conservation Board at its September 
16 meeting. The conservation board 
decision is advisory to the Smithtown 
Planning Board, which now has to 
act upon the proposed findings and 
conditions.

The Gyrodyne findings and 
conditions are contained in a 15-page 
resolution, with 13 sections and 41 
subsections read aloud into the record 
at the September 16 Conservation 
Board meeting by DEW Deputy 
Director Howard Barton, III. In his 

October 4 letter to DEW, Mr. Losquadro 
discloses that he has had a chance to 
review the draft findings statement 
approved by the Conservation Board. 
He says there are several sections 
of the document that reference the 
Brookhaven Division of Traffic Safety 
comments submitted January 7, 2020 
during the DEIS public comment 
process which require clarification.

Specifically, Mr. Losquadro cites 
pages seven and eight of the finding 
statement which refer to both the DEIS 
and the FEIS. He said the comments 
provided by the Brookhaven Division 
of Traffic Safety refer only to the traffic 
impact study in the DEIS and the two 
building scenarios being proposed 
and not the FEIS or the final proposed 
action. He said that point was made 
clear in the comment submitted by 
the Brookhaven Division of Traffic 
Safety.

In addition, Mr. Losquadro accused 
DEW of picking certain statements 
and overlooking others in the Town of 
Brookhaven Division of Traffic Safety 
comments. He cited, for example, 
that Brookhaven asked for new traffic 
counts, analysis and recalculation 
at Town of Brookhaven intersections 
and pointed out that the “build-year” 
assumption in the DEIS is 2020, 
which is no longer feasible, and that 
the traffic counts were taken in 2017, 
already out of date. “Furthermore,” 

Mr. Losquadro writes, “the comments 
should not be used to bolster a project 
not reviewed by this agency.”

“All references to the Town of 
Brookhaven Division of Traffic Safety’s 
comments on the DEIS should be 
removed from the proposed findings 
statement as they do not represent 
a complete evaluation of the FEIS 
proposed action.”

In conclusion, Mr. Losquadro cites 
finding #10 in the DEW document, 
which indicates that mitigation 
measures have been completed 
at the two intersections under 
the jurisdiction of Brookhaven. 
According to Mr. Losquadro, the 
Town of Brookhaven work at those 
intersections were not remediation 
of the impacts associated with the 
Gyrodyne development and were 
instead general road improvements. He 
said in its comments the Brookhaven 
Division of Traffic Safety should 
conduct additional traffic counts and 
analysis to determine what the impact 
of development on those intersections 
would be.

“This request was noted in the FEIS 
as TR-8. The response to TR-8 was 
wholly inadequate and dismissive. 
The findings statement should not be 
adopted until the updated information 
to sufficiently determine the proper 
mitigation is provided,” Mr. Losquadro 
concludes in his letter.

Coalition seeks compromise before court
In what they claim is an effort to head 

off expensive litigation that could go on 
for years in the courts, opponents of 
the Gyrodyne subdivision application 
released an alternative development 
plan Tuesday, October 5.

The St. James-Head of the Harbor 
Neighborhood Preservation Coalition 
unveiled the alternative plan Tuesday. 
It calls for cluster development on 
the west side of the property and 
preservation of the east side of the 
site, referred to by the Coalition as the 
Flowerfield Fairgrounds, for passive 
recreation and community events.

“This proposed plan will preserve the 
undeveloped portion of the property 
that is located within the Mills Pond 
Historic district since the district runs 
from Mills Pond Road along Route 25A 
until the point across from Shep Jones 
Lane and then southward to Parkside 
Drive and back to Mills Pond Road. 
The catering hall is located within the 
historic district, but that has already 
been sold and is not part of the new 
subdivision, so this plan would not 
allow any new development within the 
historic district,” said Kathleen Diana, 
a spokeswoman for the coalition.

Gyrodyne has applied to the Town 
of Smithtown for subdivision approval 
to develop a hotel, medical offices and 
assisted living facilities on the 75-
acre site on the southeast corner of 
North Country Road (Route 25A) and 
Mills Pond Road. The plan released 
by the Coalition Tuesday, which 
includes a map outline its proposal, 
is an alternative to the conventional 

subdivision, which is nearing final 
approval in the Town of Smithtown 
land use process. The Gyrodyne plan 
calls for a hotel, 250 assisted living 
housing units, 175,000 square feet of 
office space and parking for 2,500 cars 
on the former Flowerfield site, with 
much of the development proposed 
in the area designated by the federal 
government in 1973 as the Mills Pond 
National Historic District. Gyrodyne 
also includes a 87,000 gallon per day 
sewage treatment plant. The coalition 
alternative plan does not include the 
sewage treatment plant.

“With intelligent planning and 
some creative thinking, there is no 
reason why we can’t have reasonable 
development of the Gyrodyne site 
while also preserving Flowerfield 
Fairgrounds,” said Judith Ogden, 
Head of the Harbor Village Trustee 
and spokesperson for the coalition. 
“This compromise plan will be a ‘win-
win’ for Gyrodyne and the community, 
and will help to avoid lengthy litigation 
over the flawed environmental review 
of the current mega-development 
plan.” 

The subdivision has met with 
opposition from government officials in 
the neighboring Village of Head of the 
Harbor and Town of Brookhaven, as well 
a coalition of residents of St. James who 
have been raising funds to challenge 
what they say is a flawed review of 
the project by the Town of Smithtown. 
Head of the Harbor Mayor Douglas 
Dahlgard has called for the property to 
be preserved in its entirety as a park. 

“The Coalition strongly supports 
Mayor Dahlgard’s goal of seeing the 
entire Flowerfield property protected, 
and remains hopeful that his goal 
can be accomplished,” Ms. Ogden 
said. “If that turns out not to be 
possible, however, there is still a way 
to preserve much of the property while 
allowing reasonable development that 
would have less of an impact on the 
environment and the community.” 

Under the new compromise plan, 
development would be clustered on 
portions of the property that are 
already occupied by parking lots and 

the industrial buildings that are part 
of the original development of the site, 
while the undeveloped open space 
known as Flowerfield Fairgrounds 
would be left undeveloped and be used 
for car shows, equestrian events and 
other community activities. 

“The beauty of the compromise plan 
is that it would require relatively minor 
changes to Gyrodyne’s subdivision 
proposal but would address many of the 
community’s most serious concerns, 
avoiding the possibility of costly litigation 
that could tie the property up for years,” 
Ms. Ogden said.
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