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Editorials & comments

Gyrodyne revisions should have been revealed, discussed
7KH�6W��-DPHV�+HDG�RI�WKH�+DUERU�1HLJKERUKRRG�

Preservation Coalition has a valid grievance about 
the Smithtown Planning Board’s handling of the 
*\URG\QH�LQGXVWULDO�GHYHORSPHQW�SODQ�

At the very least, just good, fair government 
dictates that there should have been some level 
of public notice and discussion of the revisions 
made to the Gyrodyne application prior to the 
ÀQDO�HQYLURQPHQWDO� LPSDFW�VWDWHPHQW� �)(,6��EHLQJ�
DFFHSWHG�E\� WKH�SODQQLQJ�ERDUG�0DUFK�����$V� WKH�
Coalition argues, it also seems that the revisions 
that have been made to the plan without notice to 
WKH�SXEOLF�DUH�VLJQLÀFDQW�HQRXJK�WKDW�WKHUH�VKRXOG�
have been additional environmental review or there 
should be a supplemental environmental impact 
VWDWHPHQW��6(,6��SUHSDUHG�SULRU�WR�ÀQDO�DSSURYDO�

The Gyrodyne subdivision application is one of 
WKH�PRVW� VLJQLÀFDQW� GHYHORSPHQW�SURSRVDOV� LQ� WKH�
Town of Smithtown in a long time and it is one of 
the last proposals this town will see in one of the 
PRVW�EXFROLF�DQG�KLVWRULF�SODFHV�OHIW�LQ�WKH�WRZQ��$V�
D�UHVXOW��LW�KDV�FRPH�XQGHU�LQWHQVH�SXEOLF�VFUXWLQ\�

To have voted March 10 to accept the FEIS 
without notice to the public, or even a mention, 
WKDW�WKH�SODQ�KDV�EHHQ�UHYLVHG�LV�XQMXVWLÀDEOH��7KH�
planning board should have disclosed that revisions 
had been made to the plan, they should have had 
a cogent discussion about what those revisions 
mean in terms of the overall project and the ongoing 
HQYLURQPHQWDO�UHYLHZ�

That is the absolute least that should be expected 
by the public in terms of a project of this magnitude 
DQG�LPSRUWDQFH��

As to the Coalition’s call for additional 
environmental review or the preparation of an SEIS, 
WKH�VLJQLÀFDQFH�RI�WKH�UHYLVLRQV�WKDW�KDYH�EHHQ�PDGH�
WR�WKH�SODQ�VKRXOG�EH�WKH�VWDQGDUG�XVHG��2I�FRXUVH�
ZKDW�LV�VLJQLÀFDQW�LV�DOZD\V�JRLQJ�WR�EH�GHEDWDEOH��
EXW� LW�VHHPV�KDUG�WR� MXVWLI\� WKDW� WKH�PRGLÀFDWLRQV�
that have been made to the Gyrodyne plan are so 
LQVLJQLÀFDQW� WKDW� QR� SXEOLF� QRWLFH� ZDV� QHFHVVDU\�
and no  further environmental review should be 
H[SHFWHG�
2QH� RI� WKH� PRGLÀFDWLRQV� LV� DQ� LQFUHDVH� RI�

�������VTXDUH�IHHW� LQ� PHGLFDO� RIÀFH� VSDFH�� IURP�
�����������������7KDW�DORQH�LV�VLJQLÀFDQW�HQRXJK�
to trigger the need for additional review and analysis 
RI� WKH� LPSDFW� LW� ZLOO� KDYH� RQ� WUDIÀF�� VHZDJH�� WKH�
HQYLURQPHQW��HWF��
$QRWKHU�RI�WKH�PRGLÀFDWLRQV�LV�DQ�LQFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�

QXPEHU� RI� DVVLVWHG� OLYLQJ� XQLWV� IURP� ���� WR� �����

ZKLFK�LV�D�����LQFUHDVH��$JDLQ��WKDW�LV�D�VLJQLÀFDQW�
increase in development that should trigger a need 
for additional review and analysis about the impact 
LW�ZLOO�KDYH�RQ�WUDIÀF��VHZDJH��WKH�HQYLURQPHQW��HWF�

These are critical impacts with the potential to 
XSHQG�WKH�TXDOLW\�RI�OLIH�LQ�6W��-DPHV�
,Q� DQ� DWWHPSW� WR� RIIVHW� WKHVH� VLJQLÀFDQW�

PRGLÀFDWLRQV�� DQG� PDNH� WKH� GHYHORSPHQW� SODQ�
appear less intensive, Gyrodyne has proposed 
to modify the hotel that is proposed on the site, 
UHGXFLQJ� WKH� QXPEHU� RI� URRPV� IURP� ���� WR� ����
URRPV��HOLPLQDWLQJ�WKH��������VTXDUH�IRRW�GD\�VSD��
HOLPLQDWLQJ� WKH� ����VHDW� FRQYHQWLRQ� FHQWHU�� DQG�
DGGLQJ� D� ������VTXDUH�IRRW� PXOWLSXUSRVH� URRP��
:KLOH�LW�ZRXOG�DSSHDU�WR�EH�OHVV�RYHUDOO��DQG�WKDW·V�
what Gyrodyne is trying to portray of course, it’s 
KDUG�WR�VD\�WKDW�IRU�VXUH�
7KH�LGHD�RI�D��������VTXDUH�IRRW�́ GD\�VSDµ�VHHPHG�

DPELJXRXV�IURP�WKH�RXWVHW�RI�WKH�SODQ�ÀYH�\HDUV�DJR��
7KHUHIRUH�� LW·V� KDUG� WR� GHWHUPLQH� LI� UHPRYLQJ� ����
K\SRWKHWLFDO� VHDWV� DQG� D� �������VTXDUH�IRRW� GD\�
VSD� DQG� DGGLQJ� D� ������VTXDUH�IRRW�PXOWLSXUSRVH�
URRP�ZLOO�KDYH�PRUH�RU�OHVV�LPSDFW��&HUWDLQO\�LW�ZLOO�
GHSHQG� RQ�ZKDW� JRHV� RQ� LQ� WKH� ������ VTXDUH�IRRW�
PXOWLSXUSRVH�URRP�DQG�KRZ�PDQ\�VHDWV�FDQ�ÀW�LQ�LW�
6R�WKLV��WRR��LV�D�PRGLÀFDWLRQ�WKDW�VKRXOG�WULJJHU�

DGGLWLRQDO�UHYLHZ�DQG�DQDO\VLV�
:K\� WKH� SODQQLQJ� ERDUG� GHFLGHG� WR� ZLWKKROG�

these revisions from the public, why the planning 
board rushed to judgement without undertaking a 
due diligent review and analysis of the revisions, 
and why the planning board rushed to judgement 
0DUFK���� DIWHU�QHDUO\� ÀYH� \HDUV�� LV� IRGGHU� IRU� WKH�
FRQVSLUDF\�WKHRULVWV��,Q�VXP��WKRXJK��LW�VXUH�VHHPV�
WR�MXVWLI\�WKH�JULHYDQFH�RI�WKH�6W��-DPHV�+HDG�RI�WKH�
+DUERU�1HLJKERUKRRG�3UHVHUYDWLRQ�&RDOLWLRQ�

Proposed recycling bill will deal
devastating blow to newspapers…
1HZ� <RUN� 6WDWH� 6HQDWRU� 7RGG� .DPLQVN\�

(D-Rockville Centre) and a host of colleagues have 
introduced legislation that shifts the responsibility 
and costs of recycling from municipalities to the 
SURGXFHUV� RI� SDFNDJLQJ� DQG� SDSHU� SURGXFWV��
The legislation is called the Extended Producer 
Responsibility Act, and in other countries around 
the world, newspapers have been exempted from 
WKHVH�UHF\FOLQJ�LQLWLDWLYHV��1HZ�<RUN�VKRXOG�IROORZ�
VXLW�

In Canada, this product-focused approach is 
UHIHUUHG� WR� DV� SURGXFW� VWHZDUGVKLS�� $QG� ZKLOH�
each Canadian province has adopted different 
stewardship models, there are strong similarities 
LQ�KRZ�QHZVSDSHUV�DUH�WUHDWHG���7KHLU�DSSURDFK�LV�
consistent with how newspapers are managed in 
UHF\FOLQJ�UHJLPHV�DOO�RYHU�WKH�ZRUOG���1HZVSDSHUV�
have been treated differently in recognition of 
WKH� IDFW� WKDW� WKH\�SURYLGH�D�SXEOLF�EHQHÀW�� WKDW�
WKH\� FDQ� PDNH� D� VLJQLÀFDQW� FRQWULEXWLRQ� WR�
public education on recycling, and that they are 
not a packaged good like other materials in the 
UHF\FOLQJ�VWUHDP���
1HZVSDSHUV� SHUIRUP� DQ� LPSRUWDQW� UROH� LQ�

our democracy, and they are not a consumable 
product – there are no contents and no 
SDFNDJLQJ� ²� WKH� WZR� DUH� LQGLVWLQJXLVKDEOH���
Treating newspapers like packaged goods 
discriminates unfairly against newspapers 
– the packaged goods industry makes no 
investment in contents of their packages, just 
WKH�SDFNDJLQJ�LWVHOI�

Further, newspapers have been good stewards 
RI� WKH� HQYLURQPHQW� IRU� GHFDGHV�� � ,Q� ����� 1HZ�
<RUN·V� QHZVSDSHU� LQGXVWU\� HQWHUHG� LQWR� D�
YROXQWDU\�DJUHHPHQW�ZLWK�WKH�6WDWH�RI�1HZ�<RUN�
to increase their usage of recycled newsprint to 
����E\� WKH� \HDU������� �5HF\FOLQJ�GDPDJHV� WKH�
ÀEHU� LQ� QHZVSULQW�� VR� D� PLQLPXP� RI� ���� QHZ�
ÀEHU�LV�UHTXLUHG�WR�PDLQWDLQ�TXDOLW\���1HZVSULQW�
ZLWK� WRR� OLWWOH�QHZ�ÀEHU� WHDUV�ZKHQ� WKH�SUHVVHV�

DUH�UXQQLQJ�DQG�FDXVHV�WKH�LQN�WR�EORW�
1HZVSULQW� DFFRXQWV� IRU� OHVV� WKDQ� ��� RI� VROLG�

ZDVWH�LQ�D�W\SLFDO�FRPPXQLW\�
1HZVSDSHUV� DUH� HQYLURQPHQWDOO\� VRXQG³

publisher use the remains of what other 
LQGXVWULHV� GLVFDUG�� UHF\FOHG� ÀEHU�� 1HZVSDSHUV�
are compostable (you can use them in your 
vegetable garden), they are re-manufactured 
(used to produce home insulation and packaging 
PDWHULDOV��� 7KH\� DUH� UHXVDEOH�� ELRGHJUDGDEOH��
and the ink is non-toxic – made from organic 
PDWHULDOV�VXFK�DV�VR\�DQG�OLQVHHG�RLO�
,Q� 1RYHPEHU� ������ WKH� (3$� UHSRUWHG� WKH�

IROORZLQJ�UHF\FOLQJ�UDWHV��SODVWLF�������DOXPLQXP�
������� UXEEHU�OHDWKHU� ������� JODVV� ����� DQG�
QHZVSDSHUV� ²� ������� 1HZVSDSHUV� VKRXOG� EH�
exempted from this legislation because they 
already recycle at a rate far higher than any other 
UHF\FODEOH�SURGXFW��

The proposed legislation will not increase or 
improve the recycling of newspapers—it will simply 
shift the cost of recycling from municipalities to 
QHZVSDSHUV�� 1HZVSDSHUV� DUH� DOUHDG\� VXIIHULQJ�
from revenue declines caused by COVID 19 and 
ELJ� WHFK�SODWIRUPV��%XUGHQLQJ�QHZVSDSHUV�ZLWK�
the cost of recycling will result in layoffs, further 
eroding citizen access to essential local news and 
LQIRUPDWLRQ�
1HZVSDSHUV� DUH� JRRG� FLWL]HQV�� DQG� WKH\� DUH�

cheerleaders and watchdogs for the communities 
WKH\�VHUYH��1HZ�<RUN·V�QHZVSDSHUV�ZLOO�EH�SOHDVHG�
to enter into a voluntary agreement to support, 
promote and educate readers and community 
OHDGHUV� DERXW� WKH� LPSRUWDQFH� RI� UHF\FOLQJ�� 1HZ�
<RUN·V� OHJLVODWRUV� VKRXOG� FRQVLGHU� WKH� GHYDVWLQJ�
impact this legislation will have on newspapers, 
DQG� VXEVHTXHQWO\�� FLWL]HQV·� DFFHVV� WR� ORFDO�
MRXUQDOLVP�

(Editor Note: This editorial was submitted by 
the New York Press Association, which represents 
community newspapers across New York State.)
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