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Environmental
Gyrodyne study
into final stages

By DAVID AMBRO

The Smithtown Planning 
Board voted 3-0 March 
��� WR� DFFHSW� WKH� ÀQDO�
environmental impact 
VWDWHPHQW� �)(,6�� IRU� WKH�
controversial development 
of the 75-acre Gyrodyne 
property at the southeast 
corner of North Country 
Road (Route 25A) and Mills 
3RQG�5RDG�LQ�6W��-DPHV�

At the onset of last week’s 
meeting, Planning Board 
Chairwoman Barbara 
DeSorbe announced to 
anyone on the Zoom call 
about Gyrodyne that the 
board was not accepting 
any public comments 
or questions about the 
*\URG\QH� DSSOLFDWLRQ��
“This is not a public hearing 
on Gyrodyne so if you are 
waiting to speak on that 
or to add your comments 
you will not be able to be 
KHDUG�µ�VKH�VDLG�

Village of Head of the 
Harbor Trustee Judy 
Ogden, spokesperson for 
WKH� 6W�� -DPHV�+HDG� RI�
the Harbor Neighborhood 
Preservation Coalition and 
a leader of the Gyrodyne 
opposition, said given the 
controversial nature of 
the development plan and 
formal opposition by the 
adjacent village government 
DQG� RWKHU� HOHFWHG� RIÀFLDOV��
the town’s failure to 
provide prior  notice to the 
public regarding the action 
to be taken by the Planning 
Board March 10 is “mind-
ERJJOLQJ�µ
´,� ZRXOG� VD\� WKDW� ,·P�

VKRFNHG�� EXW� ,� VKRXOGQ·W�
EH� VXUSULVHG�µ� 0V�� 2JGHQ�
VDLG�� ´,W·V� EHHQ� FOHDU� IRU� D�
long time that the town 
is not conducting an 
objective review of the 
project as required by law, 
but is instead engaged 
in a secretive process 
skewed towards approval 
of the project, excluding 
the public and acting  as 
a cheerleader for the 
GHYHORSHU�µ
0V��'H6RUEH� DQQRXQFHG�

that the vote to accept the 
*\URG\QH�)(,6�ZLOO�WULJJHU�D�
ÀQDO�´SXEOLF�FRQVLGHUDWLRQµ�
period through the close of 
business March 31, during 
which the public can submit 
TXHVWLRQV� DQG� FRPPHQWV��
Comments can be sent to 
Smithtown Department 

of Environment and 
:DWHUZD\V��3�2��%R[�������
Smithtown, New York 
������
&RSLHV� RI� WKH� )(,6� DUH�

available for public review at 
the Smithtown Department 
of Environment and 
:DWHUZD\V�� ���� :HVW�
Main Street, Smithtown, 
11787; at the Smithtown, 
Nesconset, Kings Park 
and Commack libraries, or 
RQOLQH�DW�VPLWKWRZQQ\�JRY�

At the end of the 
planning board meeting, 
the resolution to accept the 
*\URG\QH�)(,6�ZDV�UHDG�E\�
Smithtown planner Matt 
Calado, with information 
DERXW� WKH� ÀQDO� SXEOLF�
FRPPHQW� SHULRG�� +H� VDLG�
the acceptance of the 
)(,6� FRPSOHWHV� WKH� 6WDWH�
Environmental Quality 
Review Act (SEQRA) 
process but does not imply 
DJUHHPHQW� ZLWK� WKH� )(,6�
nor does it imply any 
position the board is taking 
UHODWHG�WR�WKH�ÀQDO�GHFLVLRQ�
on the development 
SURSRVDO�

The Planning Board now 
has 30 days to develop and 
DSSURYH� D� ÀQDO� ´ÀQGLQJV�
statement” about the 
environmental review of 
WKH� SURMHFW�� 2QFH� WKDW� LV�
done, the board can vote on 
the development proposal, 
which is a subdivision 
of the site into nine lots, 
six of them for new light 
industrial development 
and a 100,000-gallon-
per-day sewage treatment 
plant and the others for 
already developed sites on 
the property as well as land 
WKDW�LV�EHLQJ�SUHVHUYHG�

Prior to the Planning 
%RDUG� DFFHSWLQJ� WKH� )(,6�
last week, Gyrodyne 
PDGH� PRGLÀFDWLRQV�
to its subdivision and 
GHYHORSPHQW� SODQ�� 7KDW�
information was not 
disclosed at the Planning 
Board meeting prior to 
the vote to accept the 
)(,6�� $V� D� UHVXOW� RI� WKRVH�
PRGLÀFDWLRQV�� KRZHYHU��
there is a possibility that 
the subdivision application 
must go back to the 
Suffolk County Planning 
Commissioner for its 
UHFRQVLGHUDWLRQ�

Voting to accept the 
)(,6� ODVW� ZHHN� ZHUH� 0V��
'H6RUEH��:LOOLDP�0DUFKHVL�

(Continued on page 10)

6:251� ,1��7KH�6XIIRON�&RXQW\�)LUH�&KLHIV�&RXQFLO� KHOG� LWV�DQQXDO� LQVWDOODWLRQ�DQG�DZDUGV�FHUHPRQ\�
Friday, March 12 at the East Farmingdale Fire Department headquarters.  Thomas Kriklava (center right)  
RI�+DXSSDXJH�)LUH�'HSDUWPHQW�ZDV� LQVWDOOHG�0DUFK� ��� DV� WKH� DVVRFLDWLRQ·V� QHZ�SUHVLGHQW� DORQJ�ZLWK�
executive board members (from left) Irene Bodkin Treasurer (Ocean Bay Park Fire Department), Michael 
Bodkin sergeant at Arms (Medford Fire Department), John Coughlin Second Vice President (Deer Park 
Fire Department), Chip Bankroft outgoing president (Eastport Fire Department), Chief Kriklava, Kevin 
)LW]SDWULFN�5HFRUGLQJ�6HFUHWDU\��6PLWKWRZQ�)LUH�'HSDUWPHQW���DQG�5REHUW�&UDQH�&RUUHVSRQGLQJ�6HFUHWDU\�
(St. James Fire Department). �-RVHSK�6SHUEHU�SKRWR

Local fireman, ex-chief
to head county council

By DAVID AMBRO

+DXSSDXJH� ÀUHÀJKWHU�
Thomas Kriklava is the chief 
RI�DOO�FKLHIV�
0U�� .ULNODYD� ZDV� HOHFWHG�

November 13 and he was 
installed as the new president 
of the Suffolk County Fire 
Chiefs Council during a 
special ceremony March 12 
at the East Farmingdale Fire 
'HSDUWPHQW�
´7KH� ELJJHVW� JRDO� WKDW� ,�

have is to work along with my 
IHOORZ� RUJDQL]DWLRQV� WKDW� DUH�
out there in the emergency 
medial services (EMS) and 
ÀUHÀJKWLQJ� ÀHOGV� WR� HQVXUH�
WKDW�WKH�ÀUHÀJKWHUV�DQG�(06�
workers of Suffolk County 
have the right tools to protect 
our Suffolk County residents 
and transient residents,” 
Chief Kriklava said during an 
LQWHUYLHZ�WKLV�ZHHN�

Chief Kriklava said the 
work of the Suffolk County 
Fire Chiefs Council is a group 
effort and he offered kudos to 
his executive board for their 
work and commitment to the 
ÀUH� VHUYLFH�� ´(YHQ� WKRXJK� ,�
might be the president, it’s 
QRW�PH�GRLQJ�DOO�WKH�ZRUN��,W�LV�
the hard work of my executive 
board and the committees in 
our council that are able to 
keep us thriving and moving 
forward to do the right thing 
IRU�DOO�WKH�ÀUHÀJKWHUV�DQG�ÀUH�
chiefs of Suffolk County,” he 
VDLG�

Born and raised in Bohemia, 

&KLHI�.ULNODYD�ÀUVW�MRLQHG�WKH�
Bohemia Fire Department 
when he was 18 years old, 
as soon as he was eligible in 
������ $IWHU� ÀYH� \HDUV� WKHUH��
KH�PDUULHG�KLV�ZLIH�.LP��7KH\�
moved to Hauppauge and he 
joined the Hauppauge Fire 
'HSDUWPHQW� LQ� ������ $IWHU� D�
year, the Kriklavas bought 
WKHLU� ÀUVW� KRPH� LQ� ,VOLS�� 0U��
.ULNODYD� MRLQHG� WKH� ,VOLS�
Terrace Fire Deparmtent, 
where he rose through the 
ranks to captain of Engine 
&RPSDQ\� ���� ,Q� ����� WKH�
Kriklavas bought their 
current home in Hauppauge 
DQG�0U��.ULNODYD�UHMRLQHG�WKH�
+DXSSDXJH�)LUH�'HSDUWPHQW�

He once again rose through 
the ranks of the department 
and became the chief of the 
GHSDUWPHQW� LQ� ������ +H�
has served as president of 
the Smithtown Fire Chiefs 
&RXQFLO��+H�LV�DQ�DFWLYH�6XIIRON�
County Fire Coordinator in 
the Third Division in the Town 
RI�,VOLS�
$V�DQ�H[�FKLHI��0U��.ULNODYD�

was elected in November 
as president of the Suffolk 
County Fire Chiefs Council, a 
one-year term to which he was 
sworn-in at an installation 
and awards dinner March 
���� +H� VWDUWHG� ZLWK� WKH�
Suffolk County Fire Chiefs 
Council as the secretary and 
rose through the ranks to 
sergeant at arms, second vice 
SUHVLGHQW��ÀUVW�YLFH�SUHVLGHQW�
DQG�QRZ�SUHVLGHQW�

´,�KDYH�WKH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�WR�
HQVXUH�WKDW�WKH�YROXQWHHU�ÀUH�
service has the proper tools it 
needs to continue its function 
throughout Suffolk County 
to protect and serve the 
residents of Suffolk County,” 
0U��.ULNODYD�VDLG�

About becoming the 
president of the council in 
the era of the coronavirus 
�&29,'������0U��.ULNODYD�VDLG�
LW� LV� DQ� H[WUHPHO\� GLIÀFXOW�
time for the county and 
WRZQ� ÀUH� FKLHI� FRXQFLOV� DQG�
IRU� ÀUHÀJKWHUV� LQ� JHQHUDO� RQ�
/RQJ� ,VODQG�� ´'HSDUWPHQWV�
are attempting to keep their 
members as safe as possible, 
whether it be canceling 
meetings and training sessions 
or doing virtual meetings 
and training sessions,” 
KH� VDLG�� ´7U\LQJ� WR� NHHS�
everything moving forward 
in today’s environment is 
D� YHU\� FKDOOHQJLQJ� DVSHFW��
7KH� ÀUH� VHUYLFH� KDV� D� YHU\�
strong camaraderie and one 
of our best attributes is the 
camaraderie we all share 
among one another, whether 
it be individual members, 
department-to-department, 
chief-to-chief, or county-to-
FRXQW\�� :H� ZRUN� YHU\� KDQG�
in-hand with Nassau County 
trying to make sure we have 
the right protection for our 
members, whether it be 
personal protective equipment 
RU�YDFFLQDWLRQV�µ

“Vaccinations is something 

(Continued on page 13)
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631-261-1980

Serving Apple Lovers
Since 1900

We are located 2 1/2 mi. east 
RI�/DUNÀHOG�5RDG��MXVW�RYHU�WKH

&RQFUHWH�%ULGJH�RQ�WKH�QRUWK�VLGH
RI�3XODVNL�5RDG

DAILY 9AM-5:30PM
SUNDAY 10AM-5:00PM

CLOSED TUESDAY

Long Island’s oldest 
continuously operating 
fruit farm

Our 121st Year
01

14
21

RICHTERS
ORCHARD
APPLES - PEACHES

CIDER MILL

All popular apple varieties
for eating and cooking!

RICHTERS QT B&W 01-14-21

Apple Cider Fresh 
Pressed & Pasteurized 

on Premises
Local Honey, 

Jams & Jellies 

Available

03
04
21

St. James Funeral 1-8    03-04-21

“Personal Attention & Digni!ed Service-Our Continuing Tradition”

St. James
Funeral Home, Inc.

~ Home for Funerals & Cremations ~
~ In Loving Memory of Aelysche Marie Maher

 & Kenneth J. Maher ~

829 Middle Country Road, Route 25 
St. James, N.Y. 

Kenneth J. Maher
Owner, Lic. Manager & Director

Kenneth J. Maher, Jr., Lic. Director

Kerry J. Maher, Lic. Director

Pre Planning Funeral Arrangements Available
(631) 584-5200

Planning Board advances Gyrodyne plan
(Continued from page 3)

DQG� 7KRPDV� 8QYHU]DJW�� 7LQD� 3DULV�
was not at the meeting and Desmond 
Ryan abstained from voting after 
earlier having recused himself from 
the Gyrodyne deliberations for having 
lobbied for the development plan prior 
to being appointed to the planning 
ERDUG�
$FFRUGLQJ� WR� WKH� )(,6� DFFHSWHG� E\�

the Planning Board last week, several 
UHYLVLRQV�KDYH�EHHQ�PDGH�WR�WKH�SODQ��
7KH\� LQFOXGH�D�UHFRQÀJXUDWLRQ�RI� WKH�
proposed number of lots, the most 
VLJQLÀFDQW� SDUW� RI� ZKLFK� LV� WKDW� WKH�
SUHVHUYDWLRQ� RI� �����DFUHV� RI� RSHQ�
space, including a 200-foot vegetated 

buffer along Route 25A will be its own 
VHSDUDWH� ORW�� 7KH� SURSRVHG� VHZDJH�
treatment plant will be on its own 
VHSDUDWH� ����DFUH� ORW�� ,Q� WKH� RULJLQDO�
plan the open space and the sewer 
SODQW�ZHUH�SURSRVHG�WR�EH�RQH�ORW�
,Q� DGGLWLRQ�� WKH� UHYLVLRQV� LQFOXGH�

DQ� LQFUHDVH� RI� �������VTXDUH�IHHW�
LQ� SURSRVHG� PHGLFDO� RIÀFH� EXLOGLQJ�
space, from 130,000-square-feet in 
the original plan to 175,000-square-
IHHW� LQ� WKH� SURSRVHG� )(,6�� DQG� DQ�
increase of 30 units in the assisted 
living component of the development 
plan, from 220 units in the original 
plan to 250 units in the proposed 
)(,6�

The revised plan also calls for a 
PRGLÀFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�SURSRVHG�KRWHO��7KH�
number of rooms will be reduced from 
150 in the original plan to 125 rooms 
LQ�WKH�)(,6��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��WKH�����VHDW�
restaurant, the 10,000-square-foot 
day spa, and the 500-seat conference 
center associated with the hotel have 
been eliminated from the plan and in 
WKHLU�SODFH�WKHUH�ZLOO�EH�D�������VTXDUH�
IRRW������VHDW�PXOWLSXUSRVH�URRP�
$FFRUGLQJ� WR� D� WUDIÀF� DQDO\VLV�

LQFOXGHG� LQ� WKH� SURSRVHG� )(,6�� WKH�
morning weekday hourly peak trips 
to the site will increase by 7% as a 
result of the revisions, from 357 trips 
under the original development plan 

WR�����WULSV�XQGHU�WKH�UHYLVHG�SODQ��,W�
is expected, though, that the evening 
peak will decease by 6%, from 538 
to 507, and the Saturday peak will 
GHFUHDVH� E\� ���� IURP� ���� WR� �����
“The PM peak hour is the critical 
KRXU�IRU�WUDIÀF�DQDO\VLV��VR�WKH�VOLJKW�
morning peak hour trip increase is 
QRW�D�VLJQLÀFDQW�FKDQJH�WKDW�ZDUUDQWV�
further analysis,” according to the 
SURSRVHG�)(,6�
$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�)(,6��WKH�SURSRVHG�

revisions will result in a reduction in 
the amount of nitrogen loading into 
WKH� JURXQGZDWHU� IURP� ����� SRXQGV�
SHU�DFUH�SHU�\HDU�WR������SRXQGV��7KH�
project also calls for the development 
of 269 more parking spaces than the 
WRZQ�UHTXLUHV��7KH�WRZQ�FRGH�UHTXLUHV�
2,255 spaces, the most of which, 
1,021, are associated with the medical 
RIÀFH� EXLOGLQJV�� 7KH� SURMHFW� FDOOV� IRU�
WKH� GHYHORSPHQW� RI� ������ SDUNLQJ�
spaces, most of them, 1,027, for the 
PHGLFDO� RIÀFH�EXLOGLQJV�� 7KH� H[LVWLQJ�
buildings account for 1,012, the 
assisted living facilities 293 and the 
KRWHO�����
$FFRUGLQJ� WR� WKH� SURSRVHG� )(,6��

the full development is expected to 
generate 87,591 gallons per day of 
wastewater that will be treated on-
site, of which 20,292 gallons per 
day is associated with the existing 
uses on the property and 59,336 
gallons per day is expected from the 
QHZ� GHYHORSPHQW�� 7KHUH� ZLOO� EH� DQ�
HVWLPDWHG� �������JDOORQV� SHU� GD\� RI�
H[FHVV�FDSDFLW\�LQ�WKH�SODQW�

School board developing building bond
(Continued from page 7)

WKH�FRPPXQLW\�µ�0U��5ROOLQV�DLG�RI�0U��
&DVFRQH�

During his presentation to the 
VFKRRO� ERDUG� ODVW� ZHHN�� 0U�� 5ROOLQV�
VDLG�WKH������PLOOLRQ�ÀYH�\HDU�EXLOGLQJ�
condition survey (BCS) includes needs 
and wants, everything from building 
systems, roofs, HVAC units, exterior 
side work and interior building 
components, to security and internet 
WHFKQRORJ\�XSJUDGHV��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�0U��
Rollins, the committee used a four-
phase strategy to cut the work to a 
PRUH� PDQDJHDEOH� ÀYH�\HDU� SODQ� IRU�
WKH�SXUSRVHV�RI�D�ERQG�
7KH� ÀUVW� SKDVH� ZDV� WR� FDWHJRUL]H�

WKH� SURMHFWV�� OLIH�VDIHW\�� SDUNLQJ�
lot, driveway, sidewalk, and asphalt 
work; exterior and interior building 
components; roof replacements;  HVAC 
replacements, athletic and performing 
DUWV� QHHGV�� 7KH� VHFRQG� SKDVH� ZDV�
WR� SULRULWL]H� WKH� SURMHFWV� EDVHG� RQ�

needs versus wants and useful life 
calculations to reduce the project list 
WR�D�PRUH�PDQDJHDEOH�DPRXQW�
,Q�SKDVH� WKUHH� WKHUH�ZDV�D� IXUWKHU�

SULRULWL]DWLRQ� RI� WKH� SURMHFWV� LQWR� WKH�
ÀYH�\HDU� SKDVHV� RI� WKH� FDSLWDO� ERQG�
SODQ��́ )XUWKHU�EUHDNGRZQ�RI�WKH�FDSLWDO�
LWHPV� LQWR� UHSDLU� YV�� UHSODFHPHQW� LV�
necessary to identify items that need 
WR� EH� DGGUHVVHG� LPPHGLDWHO\�� 0U��
5ROOLQV�VDLG��´,Q�RUGHU�WR�PDLQWDLQ�WKH�
RULJLQDO� LQWHJULW\�RI� WKH������PLOOLRQ��
we have added years six-to-10-plus 
SOXV�LQWR�WKH�SODQ�µ
7KH� IRXUWK� DQG� ÀQDO� SKDVH� RI� WKH�

committee work is to break down the 
project list into a more detailed scope 
of work through building visits and 
PHHWLQJV� ZLWK� EXLOGLQJ� SULQFLSDOV��
´:H�DQWLFLSDWH�EHJLQQLQJ�WKDW�SURFHVV�
LPPHGLDWHO\�µ�0U��5ROOLQV�VDLG�
´:KLOH�WKH�SURMHFWV�WKDW�DUH�LQFOXGHG�

LQ� RXU� ÀYH� \HDU� SODQ� PXVW� LPSURYH�
our infrastructure and protect our 

building’s physical conditions, 
projects must also include items that 
our principals and administrators feel 
are necessary to improve our students’ 
HGXFDWLRQDO� H[SHULHQFH�µ� 0U�� 5ROOLQV�
VDLG�� ´:H� PXVW� VSHQG� RXU� GROODUV�
wisely and make certain that we have 
FRPPXQLW\�EX\�LQ�µ

Moving forward, he suggested that 
the board form a committee with a 
charge and goals, one of which will 
be to solicit community input about 
D�SURSRVHG�ERQG��´$V�WKH�SODQ�PRYHV�
forward, we will provide periodic 
updates to keep the community 
LQIRUPHG�µ�0U��5ROOLQV�FRQFOXGHG�
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